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the revolution which settles the ultimate distribution
" the outs" become " the ins" and the public contents
itself with visiting its wrath upon the ambulance sur¬
geon, as the incarnation of the concentrated brutality
of his superiors.
We may speak warmly of the commercialism of
thè day, which is ever coaxing the roar of traffic
into every channel, but at the same time can much
be looked for in legislation run mad? Can we yet
accept the ultimatum of being split into guilds in
preference to submitting with dignity to our own
calamities? For the present we may have less to do,
but can we be deprived of the satisfaction of more
thorough work or more deserved if not achieved suc¬
cess? The poor may have marble hearts, but let us
not therefore descend to cataloguing our own attain¬
ments in the public prints, or express our surprise
that photographs should ever be purloined by report¬
ers. Let us remember that we need not give what
can not be sold for the highest price, nor preach that
common code that the rich must pay for the poor.
Let us recall the long ago when we parted from the
clergy that we also shared the vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience. Above all, " let us have peace."
Reduced Mortality from Consumption in
Massachusetts.
Boston, Mass., March 29, 1897.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour issue of March 27, just received, I
find the following quotation from a paper by Dr. A. Walton,
entitled a "White City for Consumptives" :
"From conversation with prominent men in Massachusetts,
where consumption is rampant, I am led to believe the State
of Massachusetts would infinitely prefer to have a consumptive
State home somewhere where there was a possibility that at
some time there would be an end to the enormous expense inci-
dent to carrying on a consumptive home within its own borders,
where they now have such an institution, which is merely the
last resting-place of the persons who are received there. People
do not go there to be cured ; they are supported by the State
until such time as death ends their sufferings."
The foregoing paragraph contains so many remarkable mis-
statements that I am constrained to make the following com-
ments upon it :
When present times are compared with past, consumption is
not "rampant" in Massachusetts. As a matter of fact, it is
steadily diminishing, the death rate from this cause having
fallen off just one-half in fifty years, and if the same rate of
decrease continues, we may look for its extinction in the first
half of the next century. The death rate from consumption
in Massachusetts is no greater than that of Germany, France,
Austria or Belgium.
"Massachusetts would infinitely prefer to have a consump¬
tive State home" somewhere else. In reply to this statement,
it is only necessary to say that Massachusetts has already indi¬
cated her preference by establishing a home within her own
borders.
"An end to the enormous expense." Is not the expense of
transportation of some thousands of people from New England
to New Mexico something of an item?
"The last resting-place of persons who are received there."
No persons having been received there, this statement may be
discounted.
" People do not go there to be cured." Very true, since no
one has ever been there for any purpose except the construc¬
tion of the hospital.
" They are supported by the State till such time as death
ends their sufferings." The writer probably intended this as
a prophecy and not as a fact. All honor for good intentions !
The State has indeed established a hospital for consump¬
tives, now in progress of construction on elevated land ; a
sunny southern slope, 1,200 feet above the sea and about sixty
miles from the seacoast. It will be ready for occupancy some
time next year, possibly earlier.
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With reference to the curability of consumptives by treat¬
ment in favorable climates, I have no doubt whatever, but this
method does not apply to persons of slender means living at
distances of 2,000 miles or more from such regions. Moreover,
there is reason to believe that a very considerable proportion
of consumptives may be cured, even in unfavorable climates,
under proper treatment.
The German government has recently issued a circular in
which it commends the establishment of homes for consump¬
tives in the highest terms, stating that by the returning of a
small percentage of consumptive wage-earners to their fami¬
lies, nearly two million dollars a year are saved to the govern¬
ment, after deducting the cost of treatment. The circular
closes with these words : "If there is any work which is at
once a blessing to mankind and also of pecuniary value to the
community (menschenfreundlich und nutzbringend) it is the
establishment of homes for consumptives."
Yours truly, Samuel W. Abbott, M.D.
"Fish Diet and Leprosy."
New York, March 29, 1897.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour issue of March 27, under heading
"Public Health," a paragraph labeled "Fish Diet and Lep-
rosy," you quote from the London Medical Press, giving credit
to Dr. Hansen of Bergen of some views of my own, which were
published originally in the University Medical Magazine,
January, 1896. The article was translated by Hansen into
Norwegian. I sent also a reprint of it to the Sei-I-Kwai med-
ical journal, from which Japanese paper the London Press
quotes. Whether it is originally the Sei-I-Kwai which attri-
butes these views to Hansen, I do not know ; it is not likely ;
it may be the London Medical Press. At any rate, there is
here a slovenliness of medical journalism and literature that is
really remarkable. I do not see why these views should seem
so very new to most leprologists. I began to expose this the-
ory six years ago. It might be possible, nevertheless, that
these views were new to most leprologists, if only the art of
printing, electricity, etc., had not been invented some time ago.
Strange to say, Hansen is not one of the advocates of the
fish theory, as is shown by the following passage from his book,
"Leprosy in its Clinical and Pathological Aspects" : "Against
Hutchinson's hypothesis there is in the first place the fact that
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